
PROTECTING SENIORS THROUGH IMMUNIZATION ACT OF 2021 (H.R. 1978)

Sponsored by:  

Sens. Hirono (D-HI), Capito (R-WV), Whitehouse (D-RI), and Scott (R-SC)
Reps. Bucshon (R-IN-08) and Kuster (D-NH-02)

Despite the well-documented benefits of vaccines, more than 50,000 adults die from 

vaccine-preventable diseases each year while millions more suffer the health effects of 

those diseases, causing them to miss work and leaving them unable to care for those who 

depend on them.   

➢ A fully vaccinated public is an investment in our future health, wellbeing and
economic success of our nation.

➢ Adults seeking access to and coverage for vaccines encounter a confusing health

care system that presents multiple barriers, including lack of adequate information

about recommended vaccines and financial and provider hurdles.

➢ Vaccines are particularly important for older adults because our immune systems
weaken with time. This is why adults age 50 and over account for a disproportionate
number of vaccine-preventable deaths and illnesses. With the aging of the U.S.

population, the public health impact of vaccine-preventable diseases is likely to

worsen unless we quickly and substantially improve access to and utilization of adult

vaccines, especially among Medicare beneficiaries.

➢ Inequities in coverage of vaccines across public and private programs have hindered
our nation’s disease prevention efforts. We must improve education around adult

immunization, including the risks and consequences of vaccine-preventable disease,

and ensure older adults know which vaccines are right for them.

➢ Financial barriers to all ACIP recommended vaccines must be eliminated for
individuals covered by Medicare to improve the underlying health of the communities
most at risk for COVID-19 and aid the elimination of racial disparities in health care.

➢ Vaccines in the commercial market and Medicaid expansion states already provide

first dollar coverage.

The Protecting Seniors Through Immunization Act eliminates out-of-pocket costs for vaccines 

covered under Medicare Part D and improves vaccine awareness and education for 

beneficiaries. Specifically, the legislation:  

➢ Aligns Part D coverage of vaccines with Medicare Part B vaccine coverage in terms of

deductible, coinsurance, coverage limits and annual out-of-pocket spending

thresholds.

➢ Update vaccine information in the Medicare and You Handbook, including Medicare

Part B and Part D coverage of vaccines approved for use by adult populations and in

accordance with Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommendations.

➢ Authorizes a study to determine ways to increase adult vaccine rates by reducing

racial and socio-economic disparities, administrative burdens faced by providers,

close gaps in adult immunization performance measurement and strengthen

immunization information systems.
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